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Dear Reader,

With the acquisition of the Mill Creek Forest in 1997, theM ill Creek Watershed Conservancy

(M CWC) and Bureau of Land M anagement (BLM ) signed a M emorandum of Understanding for
partnership planning and management of public lands in this important lower M atole River
tributary. Jus astheloca community brought together severa agencies and non-profit
organizations and championed theinitia conservation and acquisition of the Mill Creek Forest, they
have dso taken a leadership rolein the management planningeffort. With assistance from the

M atole Restoraion Council, Caifornia Coasta Conservancy and BLM , theM CWC developed a
community proposa and environmentd analy sis for management of the area and presented it tothe
BLM in 2005. This community plan considers dl BLM managed lands within the M ill Creek
Watershed, including the recently acquired Reed parcd.

This community-led planning effort included extensive public involvement. TheMill Creek plan’s
goals, objectives, and actions conform fully withthosein the King Range Nationa Conservation
Area Resource M anagement Plan, including priorities for trail development, and watershed and
forest restoraion. Based on thesefactors, the BLM isproposingto accept the mgjor
recommendations of the plan and move forward to begin implementation.

The atached “ Preliminary Decision Record and Finding of No S gnificant Impact” (preiminary
DR/FONS) outlines the mgor gods, objectives and actions that the BLM proposesto carry forward
from the community plan and implement through partnership management over gpproximately the
next 10 years. We are askingthe public to review this preiminary DR/FONS to make surethat it
capturesthe essentiad components of the community plan, and that it outlines priority resoration and
management actions for the M ill Creek watershed. Thereview is dso intended to meet the intent of
the Nationa Environmenta Policy Act.



The community plan can be viewed in its entirety ontheM attole Restoration Council web site
(www.mettole.org— click on the “ Publications” icon, then the“Miill Creek CM P” icon). A copy can
aso be obtained by contactingthe BLM . Please provide written or email comments to:

Bob Wick

Planning and Environmenta Coordinator
Bureau of Land M anagement

1695 Heindon Road

Arcata, CA 95519

rwick@ca.bl m.gov.

Please provide your comments by June 9, 2006. Comments must beposmarked or e-mailed to the
BLM by this datefor consideration in the planning process. The BLM will review comments and
make needed changes before issuingthefind DR/FONS. If you have any questions, please contact
Bob Wick at (707)825-2300. Thank you foryour interest intheM ill Creek Watershed. The BLM
looks forward to continuing the community partnership to manage and restore this specid area.

Sncerdly,
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LyndaRoush
ArcataFidd manager

Attachment: Preliminary DR/FONS



